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Hello, and welcome to
Growth magazine. This project
was initially designed as an
introduction to the issue of
campus expansion, but it has
become much more than that.
While much of the content
does focus on the Long Range
Development Plan, we also
include articles exploring other
related topics. There are many
angles from which the issue
can be examined, because
it affects different people
in very different ways. The
debate over campus expansion
is multifaceted, raising
questions about colonialism,
UC politics, regional water
scarcity, endangered species
protection, and the meaning of
a university education, among
others. We do not have all the
answers. But one thing we do
know is that we do not have
to accept the non-options that
the university has presented to
us. Growth is intended to help
students engage in the difficult
conversations that surround
expansion, and to serve as a
resource for those who wish to
organize.

disguide@gmail.com
Editing | Organizing
LayOut | dEsign

Contents
04

INTRODUCTION
TO THE LRDP
Noah Miska

05

DESALINATION

16

MANIFEST DESTINY
Wesley Somers

18

+ CAMPUS EXPANSION
Noah Miska

Nadia Lucia Peralta

08

22

MICAH POSNER

Kali Rubaii

Courtney Hanson

24

11

27

43

REAL UNIVERSITY
Jason Andrews

JIM BURNS

JOHN BARNES

Ben Nelson

DEAN FITCH

12

47

SACRED BUSYNESS OF
THE NEKROPOLIS
Ben Nokes

48

SUSTAINING THE
UNSUSTAINABLE

Noah Miska

HABITAT
FRAGMENTATION
Tyler Jessen

14

THE PARADOX
OF GROWTH
Noah Miska

poetry:

SONG OF THE GULCH
Jack Mazza

interview:

poetry:

A POEM

Ashley Nguyen

interview:

Noah Miska & Kayla Borges

Jezzabell Putnam

INSTITUTIONAL
ORGANIZING

ALISON GALLOWAY

10

GROWING AMONGST
THE CHAPARRAL

40

poetry:

OASIS

interview:

poetry:

PUZZLING TENDENCIES
CATHEDRAL THOUGHTS
LEARNING
Kaleb Goff

(NOT) LIKE APPLES
TO ORANGES

Lily Forest

39

Robin Moore

53

33

DEAR FRIENDS
+ A CALL TO DIVERSITY

BONDS BACKED BY
TUITION
Noah Miska

Chris Cuadrado

54

37

OHLONE COLONIZATION
Charlene Sul, M.A.

RESOURCES
Noah Miska

4 |

GROWTH

An Introduction to the LRDP
NOAH MISKA
The Long Range Development
Plan (LRDP) is a document
that creates an outline for
expansion of the UCSC campus.

infrastructure could be built,
enabling an enrollment increase
student population to 19,500 by
2020. Much of this development
forest of Upper Campus.
The LRDP is a subject of much
debate, and has been for decades.
The most recent draft of the LRDP
sensitive species and habitats.

one, plans for development were
response to pressure from students

Those opposed to expansion have
voiced their concerns through
countless public hearings, planning
meetings,
and
open
letters.

charged with making sure that UC
meets its enrollment quota, and who
see development in upper campus
as a means to that end, expansion
To those who value the forest as a
sacred place, the maintenance of
through word and deed to protect it,

expansion as a neocolonial project
that further strips them of their

to scale back development, as
happened in the 2008 Settlement
Agreement. Sometimes negotiation
breaks down, and the struggle over
the future of the forest escalates into

The best person to ask, though, is

residents have argued that campus
Resistance to the LRDP is as varied

expansion

Through it all, pressure for expansion
continues to mount. The number of

UCSC special as a site of education.
As forestland and meadows are paved

but to expand on existing campuses.

in the wind, and to birds talking
amongst themselves. Poke around for

UC accessible to future generations of
students, and of UC’s legal obligation

this place mean to me? Would I rather

often

point

out

that

the classroom that is the natural
total student population grows, so do
class sizes, while instruction becomes
ever more impersonal. Ecologists and
biologists have also decried campus
expansion, warning of increased soil
erosion, sedimentation of drainage

of California’s graduating high school
growing number of UC applicants?
Is

expansion

inevitable?

That
living forest?
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Water and Future Constraints:

Desalination
LILY FOREST

Human health and survival relies on a healthy planet;
to ensure a long future, conservation and sustainability need
to be at the foundation of legal and societal change. Local
and federal governments need to consider what will be
left for future generations’ needs (i.e., clean water, natural
resources). In preparing for an uncertain future filled with
population growth and environmental transformations
caused by climate change, sustainable solutions will be
necessary. Water use and water conservation are necessary
for long-term human survival.
The potential growth of the UC Santa Cruz campus
reflects the projected population growth of California and
the country. This growth forces cities like Santa Cruz to
look at their available water sources and decide whether
new water treatment plants, desalination or other facilities
need to be expanded or built. Due to a long history of
water shortages, the city of Santa Cruz has proposed the
construction of a desalination plant, that would turn

ocean water into freshwater, to
expand the water supply and
mitigate potential increases
in demand. This plan has
provoked local environmental
groups and citizens to question
the environmental impacts and
financial cost of desalination.
Santa Cruz also recently passed
Measure P, which allows citizens
to vote on whether the plant
will be built. The activism and
protest around desalination
should encourage investment
in other water sources. There
are other solutions besides
desalination; one of them is
simply recycling the water that
we are already using.
When states or nations
look for ways to increase
water supply, due to demand,
drought, a growing population,
or other factors, there are
many solutions available, yet
desalination has become a
serious contender in recent
decision-making with regards to
water supply alternatives. Desalination has been proposed,
not only as a solution for water-stricken areas, but also as
a mitigation tool as the world population expands in the
next century. Although measures must be taken to ensure
that clean drinking water is available, desalination is a new
method that needs more research and is currently proving
to be a potentially unsustainable solution to counter the
problem.
Desalination is a costly, energy intensive process
and, consequently, has multiple environmental concerns.
Desalination plants rely on petroleum, coal, or another
energy source, contributing to greenhouse gas emissions and
climate change. Perhaps with a renewable energy source, this
air pollution could be reduced, but there are also concerns
about impacts on water and marine life. Brine, the waste
leftover from desalination, made up of salt and various
dissolved minerals, could be treated as solid waste and
disposed of in landfills or as a byproduct that is put back
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into the ocean. The main environmental concern
with brine is its effect on marine ecosystems; the
highly salinated water often re-enters the ocean at
a higher temperature, a higher alkalinity, and can
carry toxic metals from contact with materials in the
plant. All of these factors can change the makeup
of that localized marine environment. Additionally,
investment in this technology does not ensure a
steady flow of clean water. High costs have forced
Santa Barbara’s desalination plant to sit dormant
since the early 90’s. Even with these concerns, many
cities consider investing in desalination.
Why has desalination become one of the first
solutions considered? One reason may be that it
is seen as a more permanent solution; after money
is sunk into the infrastructure, the building and
purification processes should last for more than
fifty years. If the search for new water sources is the
search for a sustainable, long-lasting solution, then
other sources must be considered, because many
plants have become too expensive or have broken
down.
Recycled water and desalinated water are both
considered “alternative” water sources to surface and
ground waters; both go through extensive filtration
and treatment, while recycled water can be treated
tailored to its need. For example, if it will be used
for drinking, it requires more treatment than if it
is used for irrigation. Recycled water, or reclaimed
water, and desalinated water have both been
considered important in planning for a future with
more people and less resources, but as previously
mentioned, desalination has proven to be less
environmentally-friendly and more expensive.
One reason that desalination has become
a more popular alternative, relative to recycled
water facilities, may have to do with public
misinformation. Authors Sara Dolnicar, Long
Duc Nghiem and Anna Hurliman note in their
comprehensive research on public acceptance that
historically, there has been a lot of community
resistance surrounding increased water supply from
alternative sources. Often, public misinformation
or lack of knowledge about sources like recycled
and desalinated water determine their willingness to
accept the potential costs of these supply options.
In their article, "The effect of information on public

acceptance—The case of water from alternative
sources" (2010), the authors found that potential
consumers were less likely to use recycled water
than desalinated water (in various uses, such as in
doing laundry or cooking), but with additional
information, acceptance levels increased at similar
rates for both. The authors suggest that providing
visual information to consumers could help bring
in more support for alternative water sources, such
as recycled water. If people are more educated
on the processes of recycling water, as well as the
environmental consequences of desalination, it
may be easier for them to make a more sustainable
solution and for new laws
and amendments to be
voted in.
Water policy and
Water policy and
projects should
projects should be crafted
be crafted around
around sustainability,
science, and education; if
sustainability, science,
the public is educated about and education; if the
the benefits of recycled
public is educated
water, this process can be
more widely implemented
and could increase water
recycled water, this
conservation practices. The
process can be more
path to maintaining clean
widely implemented and
water for the population
must include many efforts
could increase water
by consumer conservation,
conservation practices."
smart investment in
sustainable water practices,
and careful legal and
environmental analysis. Desalination is still a very
new process that requires too much sacrifice, as
well as air and water pollution, when other sources,
like recycled water, are accessible and sustainable.
Sustainability requires smart decision-making,
and will ultimately improve current and future
livelihood.
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The relationship between
desalination and UCSC expansion
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and vice versa.
Where the issue gets more complicated is
in the fact that housing on the UCSC campus
is more water-efficient than housing in the
Santa Cruz community². This means that if
UCSC increases enrollment by another 2,000
students, overall water usage will be lower
if those students live in the proposed North
Campus development than if they live in town.
If UCSC were to abandon the enrollment
increase, however, this issue would cease to
exist. It then stands to reason that those who
oppose campus expansion and desalination
should direct their creative energies toward
answering a difficult question: what is to be
done with the many thousands of high school
students who are clamoring for admission to
UC?
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The main reason is that the biggest current
obstacle to campus expansion is Santa Cruz’s
water shortage. Because Santa Cruz’s water
supply is stretched thinly between salmon
habitat, city use, and campus use, any projects
that would increase UCSC’s consumption
(like the North Campus expansion) cannot
be carried out until an extension of water and
sewer services is approved.
The legal power to authorize that
extension lies with a group called LAFCO
(Local Agency Formation Commission),
which is composed primarily of local officials.
LAFCO meets about once a month, often
with well-attended public hearings.
LAFCO has see-sawed back and forth
on the decision to extend water service to
UCSC’s North Campus. This is due in part
to conflicting pressure between campus
administrators and various community
groups, university students, civil engineers
and environmental scientists who oppose both
campus expansion and desal. A major factor in
LAFCO’s ultimate decision will be the size of
Santa Cruz’s water supply, and a major factor
in the size of Santa Cruz’s water supply is the
desal plant. The desal plant would increase that
supply by some 2.5 million gallons per day¹,
potentially making LAFCO commissioners
more receptive to extending water service to
North Campus. Conversely, if enrollment
increases at UCSC, Santa Cruz will face even
more pressure to develop new water sources.
By this line of reasoning, efforts to prevent
UCSC expansion indirectly support efforts to
stop the desalination plant from being built,
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According to the City of Santa Cruz
Water Department, the proposed
desalination plant would not cause
or aid university expansion. This,
however, is debatable. It is the
opinion of many local activists
that construction of the desal plant
would increase the likelihood of
expansion in Upper Campus.
Why is this so?
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INTERVIEW
Santa Cruz City Councilmember

COURTNEY HANSON
You say that you want to "allow for growth to occur at
bring the campus community?

How do you understand the
relationship between the
proposed desal plant and UCSC
expansion?

How does the passage of
Measure P (Right to Vote on
the desal plant built?

AT UCSC

What does the recent
invalidation of the
EIR mean for campus
expansion?

What desal alternatives are you aware of, and why do you
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JEZZABELL PUTNAM

GrowinG AmonGst
the ChApArrAl
Under A CAnopy of mAjestiC redwoods i
woUld often set off throUGh the Upper
CAmpUs of University of CAliforniA, sAntA
CrUz, for strolls thAt woUld meAnder
to mAny UnexpeCted plACes before my
initiAl destinAtion. while visitinG in the
winter of 2007, i first leArned thAt UCsC
wAs plAnninG to expAnd Upon the Upper
CAmpUs. it trUly CrUshed my heArt.

Initially it was Science Hill attempting to
build a new vivisection laboratory. I wanted
to see for myself where this was happening. I
walked to Science Hill one night and saw the
platforms hovering above, from their home in
the trees. I knew instantly I yearned to be on a
platform of my own.
Soon enough, on a rainy Friday afternoon
in January 2008, I ascended to the top of a
redwood tree on Science Hill. This beautiful
tree would be where I rested my bones and
called home for a few of the best months of
my life. I figured it was the least I could do to
throw-down and resist the university’s Long
Range Development Plan (LRDP).
While much solitude could be found
at the sit, similar to the Upper Campus,
as I traversed from my house to the other
platforms, I was never alone. Nearly every
afternoon hawks and falcons would pierce
the sky with wings glimmering, gliding above
me. Many mornings before the campus woke
I would peer down and watch deer grazing
below me, trotting through the dew filled
grass. Not a single day passed without a marvel
of nature sharing its beauty with me and the
world around us. I will never forget the day as
I sprawled out to read a book after tensioning
my platform, when a hummingbird found its
way into my cozy tree house.
Looking back at this experience I recall
how much of an instinctual reaction it was for
me to take to the trees. Being avidly opposed
to experimentation on animals was one of the
initial conductors drawing me to the trees.
There are three words that really
represent my opposition to this expansion
within the larger context of global resistance
and solidarity, they are “California Floristic
Province”. In 1996, Santa Cruz joined
the other 33 internationally recognized
areas of biological hotspots due to its large
concentration of endemic species and unique
environments that numerous species depend
upon to survive. In simpler terms, you can’t
reproduce the ecosystems such as the ones
of the Upper Campus. And further, upon
disrupting them, an irreversible domino effect
of environmental collapse would be inevitable.
If that doesn’t motivate you to defend this
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pristine, environment of the Upper Campus, we
are in grave danger.
Of course, one only needs to open their
heart to the calling of the songbirds. Or maybe
it is beckoning whispers of the trees that call you
to action. Perhaps it is the rustling of the foxes
methodically making their way to drink from the
river, and the reflection you both see in the water
that is much clearer than any manmade mirror.
The anticipation of the moment you may come
eye-to-eye with a mountain lion that compels
you to say “enough is enough!”
As with many of the hikes I have taken
through the Upper Campus, this journey
atop the trees lead me down many mental
journeys. I would often ponder on the notion
of the “LRDP”. How could an institution of
higher learning possibly fathom such an idea?
The headwaters of numerous watersheds,
the abundance of plant species, who would
knowingly put such a place in harms way?
I can only describe my walks through the
aromatic, chimerical chaparral to the river, my
favorite place on the Upper Campus as a roaming
meditation. Nature has placed so much intention
on the Upper Campus. At your feet, bright moss
entwines with logs nestled upon older logs giving
birth to mushrooms. The forest literally leads you
to discover inner balance. The sacredness of this
place begs one to grow internally far beyond the
depth of the institutional development plan.
Any infringement or encroachment upon
this natural world would cause unforeseeable
damage. Not only would the environment be
dealt an unchangeable blow, but an entire culture
lives within the rings of trees and footsteps of
the past. The teachings of a people’s culture that
many pursue beneath the years of colonization
of this area, lie waiting to be learned by those
who have called this place home prior to settlers.
And do the children of today not deserve an
untouched meadow to get lost in, and to return
to years later and rediscover their inner-child?
mAy we All only hope the lArGer sAntA
CrUz CommUnity CAn one dAy Grow to
leArn the Upper CAmpUs holds sUCh A
hiGher plACe in their lives intACt And
less toUChed by the developinG And
plAnninG of the University.
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A Poem
BEN NELSON
Forbidding weather?
Short days?
White skies?
Come now
Are these really the issues?
I’m sure the Oak’s catkins paint things in a different hue
The duffs bounty cannot see a dreary landscape
Fetid Adder’s Tongue blossoms wait patiently for months
for grey wet skies
Stretching roots snuggle into the inundated dirt like nudity
into a welcoming bed
The leafless trees bearing their secrets to you
The clouds descend into the canopy, eager to play hide and
seek with you
The smell of both young and dead grass rushing off the
meadow to you
Growth!
Can’t you see that supper has been served
It’s time to sit down and eat
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habitat fragmentation
TYLER JESSEN
One of the most pressing ecological concerns of the 21st
century is conserving critical habitat needed by plants and
animals in the face of environmental change. The process of
subdividing viable habitat for a species into smaller parcels
of land is known as habitat fragmentation. This phenomenon
and its effects on wildlife have become hot topics of ecology in
recent decades. It is a broad topic, and can occur in small areas
agricultural and urban development, and has been occurring
at large scales on every continent except Antarctica.
The reason for concern over
habitat fragmentation is it has been
shown to reduce the biodiversity
of areas affected by it. In general,
ecosystems that are less diverse are
less stable: this is a popular idea called
the diversity-stability hypothesis.
To illustrate, think of two farms.
One grows only strawberries, while
the other grows ten different kinds
of fruit. If a particular disease or
insect that harms strawberries comes
around, then the strawberry farm
will be wiped out completely, while
the second farm will only lose one
tenth of its productivity. There are
numerous reviews and scientific papers
that give examples of how habitat
fragmentation reduces biodiversity or
changes the composition of biological
communities###, and research here at
UCSC is shedding new light on the
topic.
I have spent the past two years
completing my senior thesis on tree
squirrels on the UCSC campus. The tree
squirrels are the grey squirrels common in
the forested areas of campus, however you
might be surprised to hear that nearly all
the tree squirrels on the UCSC campus are
actually not native to this area. The grey

squirrels with patches of brown hairs on them
are called eastern gray tree squirrels (Sciurus
carolinensis), and as their name suggests, they
are from the east coast of North America.
Interestingly enough, the more rare black
squirrels common within the city of Santa
Cruz are actually the same species, just a
different color morph! The native tree squirrel,
appropriately called the western gray tree
squirrel (Sciurus griseus), is exclusively silver
and white. They are extremely rare within
the UCSC campus, even though the eastern
squirrels are abundant. After years of research,
I believe I have figured out why this is.
In a nutshell, habitat fragmentation,
more specifically tree canopy fragmentation
that usually results from human development,
is facilitating the replacement of native
western gray tree squirrels by eastern gray
tree squirrels. Near the center of campus, the
tree canopy cover is sparse because there are
so many buildings and roads compared to
the outside fringes and upper campus area. In
fragmented areas squirrels are forced to move
up and down trees more often to travel and
forage. This exposes them to cars, predators
and competitive interactions with other tree
squirrels. Although both species of tree squirrel
are capable in living in fragmented areas, the
eastern gray squirrels are better adapted to
life in this kind of disturbed environment.
As a result, the native tree squirrels are being
displaced by non-native tree squirrels as
infrastructure breaks up the continuous tree
canopy. The exact mechanisms behind the
replacement are still unclear, but it could be
that eastern gray squirrels have been exposed
to large human developments for a longer
period of time simply because they are from
the east coast.
Chris Wilmers, a UCSC professor of
Environmental Studies, has been studying
how habitat fragmentation changes the
structure of animal communities in the
Santa Cruz area. “The construction of roads
and residential developments are the main
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contributors to habitat fragmentation here” he says.
Wilmers’ research on the effects of subdividing mountain
lion habitat has provided new insights into their behavior
and ecology. “Habitat fragmentation can even change the
composition of predator communities” he says, “such that
there are more numbers of smaller ‘mesopredators’ (such
as bobcats) than larger ‘apex predators’ (such as mountain
lions).” Professor Wilmers’ lab is conducting ongoing
research on the effects of habitat fragmentation, but more
research is needed because the effects it has on flora and
fauna are complex and varied.
UCSC’s Long Range Development Plan (LRDP)
includes a proposed expansion to the north areas of the
campus. The LRDP has been the subject of much debate
between university officials, contractors, students and
other stakeholders for years now. Whether the expansion
is “good” or “bad” for the university will likely remain
a contentious issue for years to come. My own research
has led me to draw two conclusions. First, the LRDP will
inevitably fragment the tree canopy in the UCSC upper
campus. The extent of this fragmentation remains to be
seen, but it will be a significant change even with the efforts
that development planners make to preserve wildlife
corridors on campus.
Second, this canopy
fragmentation
will
Although both species
very likely contribute
of tree squirrel are
to the process of
capable in living in
native tree squirrel
fragmented areas, the
replacement. Nearly
all of the evidence I
eastern gray squirrels
have collected points
are better adapted
to this conclusion,
to life in this kind of
and fragmentation in
this way is the reason
disturbed environment.
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western gray tree squirrels are entirely absent in the city
of Santa Cruz and rare on the UCSC campus grounds.
The silver lining to all this is that the native and nonnative tree squirrel fulfill very similar ecological roles.
They both spread the nuts of trees
all over the ground and serve as food
for hawks, owls and bobcats. Thus
we will not see any profound change
in this ecosystem if the western gray
tree squirrel is replaced. However,
what is the native squirrel worth to
us? It may seem like a silly question
at first, but the extinction of a species
is irreversible. Western gray squirrels
have been classified as “threatened”
with extinction in Washington State,
and competition with the eastern gray
squirrel is implicated with its decline.
Furthermore, how does one assess
the importance of a native species, and what makes one
more important than another? If this campus is to be
seen as a leader in environmental problem solving, the
conservation of native species in our own backyard is a
sincere way of symbolizing our commitment.

Fahrig, L. (2003). Effects of Habitat Fragmentation on BIodiversity. Annu.
Rev. Ecol. Evol. Syst. 34 pp. 487–515.

1

Saunders et al. (1991). Biological Consequences of Ecosystem
Fragmentation: A Review. Conservation Biology 5 pp. 18-32.

2

Andren, H. (1994). Effects of habitat fragmentation on birds and
mammals in landscapes with different proportions of suitable habitat: a
review. Oikos 71 pp. 355-366.

3
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NOAH MISKA

¹ "DataQuest
- Educational
Demographic Reports."
CA Department of
Education, n.d. Web. 03
Mar. 2013.
² "UC Santa Cruz Institutional Research &
Planning and Budget."
University of California,
n.d. Web. 03 Mar. 2013.

It is true that campus expansion is driven
in large part by pressure to admit more students
every year. Some sites of university growth, like
the UCSF medical center, are arguably related to
the tendency of the Regents to manage the UC
as a private corporation, but such is not the case
with expansion into North Campus at UCSC.
Even if the profit motive was disentangled from
UC governance, the school would still face
tremendous pressure to admit more applicants,
for three related reasons. One is that state
law requires the UC to accommodate the top
performing 12.5% of California high school
grads each year. Another is that the number
of CA high school grads has increased by
more than 60% in the past two decades, from
253,083 in 1994 to 410,476 in 2011¹. The last
is that high school grads are far more likely to
apply to college now than they used to be: in
1994 the UC received 43 applications for every
1000 graduating seniors, and in 2011 they
received 69². That’s another increase of more
than 60%. In other words, there are many more
high school grads than there used to be, many
more of them are applying to UC, and UC is
obligated by the state to make room for them.

If one believes that university education can
be a catalyst for personal enrichment, critical
thought, and the development of healthy social
relations, then it makes sense that UC should
be made accessible to as many young people
as may benefit from it. From this perspective,
campus expansion can seem justifiable, even
to the detriment of fragile ecosystems. Viewed
this way, the debate over campus expansion
boils down to a question of tradeoffs between
the accessibility of a UC education and the
integrity of UCSC’s surrounding natural
environment. One can, however, complicate
the issue in several important ways. One way is
by recognizing that if the university is to expand
on the grounds that it can and should provide
the above opportunities to young people, it is
necessary to ensure that the university actually
has the ability to provide them. And right now,
UC’s ability to provide those opportunities is
highly limited and rapidly diminishing.
The three and a half years that I’ve attended
this school have been defined by termination
of majors, cuts to essential academic support
services, layoffs for brilliant faculty and
staff, ever-increasing class sizes, and rising
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tuition. These problems can be understood
as symptoms of dwindling state funding for
education, and of gross mismanagement of
the university’s financial resources by UC
Regents. Even with the passage of Prop. 30 in
the November election, there is little support
for the notion that UC will be more financially
stable any time soon. Shortly after the passage
of Prop. 30, UC administrators announced
that they hope to divert the money it raises into
the university’s online education program³, a
multimillion dollar initiative which has already
proven to be remarkably unsuccessful4. It is also
impossible to say that the Regents will not again
lose billions in UC’s investment portfolio—like
they did in the 2008 financial crisis5. As soon as
the next speculative bubble bursts, tax revenues
will drop, and the state could decide that it once
again needs to slash funding for education. The
next barrage of cuts could be right around the
corner. When this happens, UC will face more
class cuts, more layoffs, more tuition hikes and
so on and so forth. UC now seems to exist in a
perpetual state of crisis.
Another way to complicate the issue of
expansion is by recognizing that personal
enrichment, critical thought, and the
development of healthy social relations do
not constitute the experience of all UCSC
students, because this is not what the university
is designed to provide. University education
often functions only as a form of job training.
Students labor through narrowly focused
disciplines in order to acquire marketable skills,
and are not pushed to consider the intersection
of their discipline with other fields of study.
This lack of intersectionality produces students
who remain unexposed to many different
forms of analysis, and who learn to devalue
whole bodies of knowledge. I want to go to a
university that values many ways of thinking,
and which cultivates worldviews outside the
logic of the market. I want to go to a university
that doesn’t just prepare students to be cogs in
a global economy whose functioning depends
on rampant exploitation of human and natural
resources. I want to go to a university that
helps my generation directly confront the
challenges we face in an era of skyrocketing
inequalities, secret drone wars, climate change,
and political turmoil at local and global scales.
These demands aren’t utopian; I only want an
education that reflects my historical moment.

There is no sound reason to expand a
university that cannot even meet the needs of
its current students, that still has no Critical
Race & Ethnic Studies program, and is in the
process of gutting existing units. I don’t want to
expand a university that maintains technocratic
hierarchies of knowledge, that the treats
humanities and sciences as irrelevant to one
another, and that reproduces the worldviews
which undergird today’s exploitative political
economy.
And what if the university manages to
fundamentally transform itself so that all
students leave with the tools necessary to
navigate the insane world we occupy? Would
expansion then be justified? Perhaps, but
not in the forest. We could expand other
campuses located in areas that are already more
ecologically disturbed, and we could establish
new campuses through the repurposing of
existing facilities around the state. If the
necessary will and creativity existed within
UC management, these modes of expansion
would not seem so far-fetched. This is the
university that designed the atom bomb and
cracked the human genome. If we can do those
things, we can accommodate a growing student
population without destroying more land. The
idea that such a path is impossible is a failure of
the imagination.
³ Andrea, Koskey. "UC
Hopes to Use Prop. 30 Funds
to Expand Online Course
Offerings." San Francisco
Examiner, 16 Jan. 2013. Web.
03 Mar. 2013.
Asimov, Nanette. "UC Online
Courses Fail to Lure Outsiders."
SFGate. San Francisco
Chronicle, 22 Feb. 2013. Web.
03 Mar. 2013.

4

Doyle, Jim. "UC Pension
Fund Lost Third of Its Value in
2008." SFGate. San Francisco
Chronicle, 16 Apr. 2009. Web.
03 Mar. 2013.

5
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The UC and Manifest Destiny
WESLEY SOMERS

Christianity has always shaped the psyche of the United States,
and despite the dampening of faith in our culture, there is a
strong undercurrent of Christendom that drives our toxic culture.
Whether we believe in God or not, we may still be enacting
the narrative of Manifest Destiny, a concept steeped in JudeoChristian myth, which has paved the way for institutions like the
UC. Manifest Destiny is the belief in our divine destiny to expand
across the continent, which stems from the secularly ingrained
premise from the Bible’s Genesis—that the world was made for
us, and we were made to rule over it. If this is true, then creation
ends with us, meaning the world is simply over. By living as if
this were true, we have made it true. The world is ours, so we can
plough our fields into pale lifelessness, we can drill for our oil, we
can blow our coal out of our mountain with dynamite, we can
dump endless poison into our water, and cut down our forests,
and expand forever. We talk about our environment all the time,
as if we were the only ones in it, as if it were a resource for our
own personal projects, failing to recognize the millions of other
life forms with which we share it. By ignoring this we are causing
50 species to go extinct every day1, destroying the diversity of life
that we are a part of and on which we are interdependent. We are
literally making ourselves to be the end of creation.

1697

Since its construction and implementation, The UC has acted as a
crucial part of the neo-liberalist proponent which enacts this very
narrative. The history of the UC is tied to Berkeley. The Berkeley
campus was named for a poet and philosopher named George
Berkeley, one of the first administrators of the English Crown in
occupied Ireland, who wrote the words,
Westward the course of empire takes its way;
The first four Acts already past,
A fifth shall close the Drama with the day;
Time's noblest offspring is the last. (Brechin).
"Mass Extinction of
Species Has Begun."
Mass Extinction of
Species Has Begun.
N.p., n.d. Web. 27 Feb.
2013. <http://phys.org/
news11151.html>.
1

These lines are often credited with having influenced the concept
of Manifest Destiny. The founders of the college that became UC
Berkeley remembered these bluntly imperialist lines as they stood
on what is now Founder’s Rock, looking west over the bay toward
San Francisco (Brechin). An institution founded on ideas such as
political dominance, imperialism, and a divine destiny to rule the
world could only create monstrosities.

1940
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The UC not only threatens its immediate
surroundings, but avidly contributes to political
dominance and colonization by creating nuclear
weapons and conducting scientific research for the
military, and the expansion of the UCSC campus will
make way for new science buildings# in which said
testing may occur. By expanding the infrastructure of
the UC we are also expanding the military’s capacity
to violently dominate other cultures. It may be that
the UC Regents are far more motivated by military
development than they are student enrollment, either
way, the result of the expansion will be the same:
a diverse and delicate ecosystem will be destroyed,
endangered species will be displaced and reduced
in number, the campus will suck the streams dry,
and an endangered keystone species of salmon will
no longer have a spawning ground. It is preventable
atrocities such as this which have resulted in the EIR
(Environmental Impact Report) for the LRDP being
invalidated in court—twice#.
Genesis has shaped the imagination of the United
States for centuries, and while Christianity may be
waning, Christendom is still thriving, and our notion
of progress is based on the same premise: the world is
ours. It was this narrative that swept across the North
American continent, committed countless genocides,
and cleared the brush for our monstrosities. But
if one narrative has brought the earth to near
annihilation, another one can restore it. Adopting a
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(Not) Like
Apples to
Oranges:
An (un)natural
Interpretation of the
LRDP
NADIA LUCIA PERALTA
cosmology (n.)
how a subject’s universe is made;
a person’s science, religion,
philosophy, esotericism and beyond.

I would like to acknowledge the ongoing
storytelling about the expansion of UCSC, which
suggests that we would undermine other students’
opportunities for an education if we say “No” and
stop expansion into UCSC’s Upper Campus reserve.
In my estimation of the situation and history, I
suggest that the likelihood is low that either side
knows what the other side thinks is under discussion.
Negotiating contradictory opinions is hard enough,
but in this case of deep hostility, opinions are not
what is at stake.1 My personal disagreement around
university expansion (and I believe there are many
human and non-human others who would agree
with me) are ontological, that is, it is a disagreement
about a state of being-in-the-world or a desire to
be-in-the-world differently; it is a disagreement
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about the world we inhabit. I think there are
several approaches for staying with the trouble
and I would like to address them here with the
academic writing tools that I have learned at
the university, acknowledging that I have had
the privilege of circumscribing and hiding my
ontological commitments in order to sound “more
academic”. Well I decided recently that I can do
this no longer.
My subject is the cosmological setting of a
world-that-exists and yet is also a world-that-iscoming2, but is infrequently acknowledged-intobeing because of the ways our society speaks,
stories passed down from our modern ancestors,
and the power of capital, et cetera. It is based
from dreams, my day-to-day practice of beingin-the world, and has been passed down from
having the privilege of living in other natures
around the world and thus reflecting upon how
to communicate about how another world is
possible, about how another nature is possible.
It is an incarnate and sensory experience of the
world around me as a set of relations and forms
reflexive and interdependent of my being-in-theworld. Let me try to illustrate:

Cave Gulch

, a cavernous
and mysterious place that will be massacred by
the LRDP—and for that matter, all the caves
and the delicate hydrology of the Ben Lomond
Mountain (the mountain UCSC is built upon,
the mountain of our forest) are the unseen keepers
of the health and vitality of the creatures of
Santa Cruz—which includes our “human” group
and hundreds and hundreds of other forms of
creatures. Let us, for this paragraph, imagine my
cosmological setting as a place where humans are
no longer the center of the universe—as our postEnlightenment European storytellers (scientists,

3

n

intellectuals, philosophers, religions) would have
liked for us to believe, and further, a story many
stories about ourselves still live out of; let us
instead imagine multiple centers of the universe,
both human and non-human, holding common
ground. Through this capacity of imagination
we can start to comprehend the extent to which
the minutia of the forest processes scream lifefor-each-other and life-with-each-other, while
on the other hand3, modern, human-centered
stories of the universe arguably scream death and
ecocide—a pattern we have inherited from our
parents and their parents and a pattern we will
give to our children unless we can change the
way we know and think.4 As I understand it so
far, holding a different cosmocentrism, and for
that matter, passing on a different cosmocentrism
to our children is not about throwing out the
human in favor of another center, but rather,
acknowledging that what we regard as the
“human” is responsibly complementary and
response-able to the ecological multiplicity that
has a subjectivity similar to ours. Aesthetically
this means the lights, sounds, chemicals, plants,
seeds, habits and practices we sow into the land.
Currently, the aesthetics and cosmocentrism of
the University of California and its landscapers is
still quite modern and anthropocentric—trading
carbon credits for water use, and using the locallysourced food at the dining halls as “green” reasons
for why it is OK to build on a redwood forest
with sensitive hydrology that interconnects all of
life. For those of you who are perhaps unfamiliar
with hydrology, it may be useful to imagine the
hydrology of the forest which UCSC is built on,
as a part of a song; in the sense that hydrology
is the dynamics and tensions—what is beautiful
and complicated, often unobserved, intricate and
delicate—components of water as it relates with
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the land and the creatures living from the
land. This song is what is at stake when we
weigh expansion in our meaty hands.
Another thing to consider is the
inadequacy of a methodology of a politics of
comparison about the topic of expansion. It
is not as if we can or should (though the UC
administration will insist that we will) hold
the ecology of the redwood forest in one
hand, and the possibility of further access
to classrooms and education for Californian
students on another. I do not think, in the
legacy of women of color scholars whom
I have learned from here at the UC, that
comparison methods is an accurate nor nonviolent method for discussing the subject
before us—as if more access to higher
education were apples and the delicate
ecology of the redwood forest were oranges,
if you understand what I am getting at then
you will see that they are both NOT fruits.
Furthermore, I can see through the lines
of this argument and I call them violent. It
is violent to suggest that there is a simple
connection between California residents and
access to the world-renowned University of
California education; I think that a nonviolent method, that could simultaneously
slow down the situation before us, might
look like this:
The death-oriented, systematic
structures of modern society have created
a need for, and are kept in place by, an
educated polis who can think for themselves
(and who believe they are free). I am not

saying that this is all education is good for,
in fact, the topic itself is much too much
to get into here for the reasons explained in
the footnote below.5 However, keeping in
mind that this is in part what is produced
by higher education, we can then move
to the argument that the university must
build more classrooms in the name of the
Californian people, that more educated
Californians will promote the story of the
American Dream and the myths of progress.
This argument is often used as a stand-alone
reason for why expansion at UCSC makes
sense. But we cannot keep affirming this
story and continually make invisible the
women and men of color who are terrorized
by the police in their neighborhoods and
incarcerated for their trope-esque roles in
the myths of this broken system. A system
built on the formations of race and gender,
and supported through and by, violence,
stigma, racism, and ultimate death by who
it incarcerates, where, how, and why. I
dream that if we were going to be intensely
radical, as in truly from new roots, we would
demand to withhold from expanding UCSC
until an effective conversation can be had
about the criminalization of colored bodies
and “illegal” bodies, which has created the
dirty war our country and state have fallen
into, through systematic terror and violence.
I dream that we will see how intimately
interconnected higher education and mass
incarceration are, based on systematic
structures of power, especially in California,
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especially in the United States.6 If we could not realize this dream, nor agree on what I have
learned through reading and witnessing, then at least we could consider building a new UC
elsewhere? How about in the central valley? Or another UC in Los Angeles or another UC in
the Bay Area? Why here?
Finally, I question why it is so hard and absurd to demand that the University of California
listen to this cosmopolitical orientation that I am putting forth—which is queer and one of
revival, which asks that the University of California and others around, hear me when I say
that the forest above UCSC is our temple (because you will have a hard time understanding
sacred places unless they are in metaphor) and if you destroy the forest you destroy me. The US
government refuses to hear Diné grandmothers as they say a similar yet different thing about
their land. Eco-cide is genocide. And the UC is implicated in the pollution of the water, the
soil, the air—through genetically modified seeds, chemical pesticides, and bombs. I know I
cannot trust you, bastion of the University of California. But I also know that there are people
working for you and their humanity is bound in mine, that we are a part of each other. I do not
want to hurt you like you will hurt me, but you must finally listen.

Frontline Feminisms:

7

We were never modern7 and
you can no longer compare the
need for education and the forest
above UCSC like apples and
oranges. They are not comparable.
I refuse to allow my home to
be destroyed because of the
inevitability of wild capitalism,
nor because of the comparative
methods of a patriarchal
(civilization). I am standing
between two strong currents. I am
a speaking embodiment of a place
that cannot speak to you because
you cannot hear. And although
you turned away some time ago,
this place still supports you. Yes
you. Just go to the places where the
water flows, where the mushrooms
sprout, how the trees clean the air,
how the salmon come home from
the ocean to spawn. SAVE UPPER

CAMPUS, SAVE YOURSELF.

|

21

22 |

GROWTH

Oasis by

AT UCSC

|

23

24 |

GROWTH

INTERVIEW
Executive Vice Chancellor
Director of Public Affairs

KAYLA BORGES

NOAH MISKA

: So, the LRDP was a very lengthy process, and it had many months of wide stakeholder
meetings. And I know because I had to take over from the last EVC going to them. And so there
were a lot of students involved at that time, and we looked at a lot of different scenarios, different
ways of structuring the campus, and a lot of them were rejected, like going down onto the Great
Meadow. There are some Karst problems; Karst means that there are these big—
: Yes, it drives us nuts in terms of building because you need to support the building
weight differently. But that’s one of the things, where you can put a lot of weight, you can put a
lot of housing down, like of the Great Meadow. And you can imagine what the student response
was. Even things that would go onto the East Field and cut into the recreational facilities were
rejected.
: Ultimately, usually what happens is those groups come with a recommendation, and
it comes up to the provost and the chancellor and they make the final decision. The chancellor
always has the final say.
: At the moment, none that I know of. We do consult with them on certain areas
because we do have archaeological sites, and one of the rules that we have to follow is to protect
those. So for example some of the dorms had to be situated in certain configurations so that
we didn’t infringe upon the archaeological site. The local Ohlone, it’s a difficult situation for us
legally because they’re not federally recognized. We do work a lot with the Amah Mutsun band
out of San Juan Batista. That’s been the group that we work closely with on campus, both for
repatriation issues, and also with the Arboretum, and also with the ethnic resource centers. So
we’ve worked with that group, but there isn’t a formal role other than with the presentations at the
LRDP. But we have been working particularly to accommodate the archaeological sites, which are
a recognized resource, and we do have some very major sites on our campus.
: Well we’re trying to reverse the trend, first of all. The LRDP was predicated on a climate
in which there was expected growth on all of the campuses. All of the campuses are expected
to keep on growing, and the budgets were expected to keep on growing, and so it defines an
envelope; it doesn’t say how much of that envelope you have to fill. So we as a campus now have
to look at how we manage our enrollments, what kinds of enrollments we have, and what are the
funding sources behind those. You’ve heard the number quite often that we have so many students
here who are unfunded by the state, and people say just get rid of them, because that would really
lower the teaching load, but getting rid of them and their tuition dollars alone is a huge financial
blow for the campus. I mean, I’d have to do more layoffs. So I’d just be moving back, and it
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wouldn’t really help anything; it would cut accessibility. We’re already kind of dealing with the
difficulty of the number of students that are unfunded throughout the system. Estimates range.
If you look at the number of students it’s about 11,000 students that are unfunded throughout
the system. We have over a thousand on this campus. If you look at it with the budget cuts, some
estimates have put that at 26,000 students. So you could say “we’re going to take only the eligible
students we’re paid for”, and we’d be throwing 26,000 students out of the system, which nobody
from this campus wants to do. But we do have the tension between campuses who can say “well,
we can let those students go and we can put international students in, or out of state students.”
They come in with higher tuition dollars. That does give us more money to help maintain the
quality for everybody. So, we’re all kind of working this dance about how to accommodate the
shrinking budgets, the accessibility for in-state students who are qualified, and making sure that
fits within what we have capacity for.
: It’s a challenge. It depends on the type of enrollment, so if it’s out-of-state students that
come in with higher tuition, even in-state students who don’t get state support, are going to come
in with tuition dollars that are going to be very helpful for us. We have to balance, though, the
quality. And if we said we could take in instead of an entry class of about 3,700, we’ll take 5,000,
we’d get a lot more money. That’s when the LRDP does sort of kick in, because you have to ask,
“where are you going to put ‘em?” And in order to take in that kind of class, then we’ve got to
start talking about additional colleges, and that’s what the LRDP lays out for us, is when you do
these things, this is what you need to have in place to support that number of students.
: One thing that I wouldn’t mind adding, if it’s okay, is that part of what we’re doing here
is we’re trying to meet a need that is expressed by students like you. So you’re here because you
wanted higher—you wanted to go to UC Santa Cruz. And tomorrow, for instance, the UC system
is going to announce the application numbers for Fall 2013. We have 17% more applications
from people wanting to be undergraduates here. So there’s a need for higher education.
: I think you’d need to go to Peter Taylor’s office for that one. That’s not in my league;
anything the Regents do I don’t have to worry about. It’s a discussion between the Regents and
Office of the President, and Peter Taylor’s office would be the group to go to. I’m definitely not
the best source on that one. I worry about the in-campus money and how much money we’re
going to get, because of the whole rebenching thing and the manipulation of money at that level.
I’m worried about how much money is coming down here, and how much of the assessment we
have to pay.
: In Santa Cruz in general? It has brought about some very good things; I think
Lighthouse Field is a prime example of people getting absolutely obstinate about having a huge
hotel out there, so I think it has done some good things, and on the other hand it’s been difficult,
as you probably know, you’ve got to maintain the tax base in order to maintain the services. And
if you keep everything out then you’re left with a financially inadequate base. So I think it’s been
good; it’s been bad too, and somehow it works. So many times the things that really are of value,
enough people will rally behind, and that will work.
: Well, they were difficult for a long period of time because of the access to the campus,
and when George [Blumenthal] came into the office as chancellor he really worked very hard with
the city to work out a structure of how to lessen the impact. It’s one of the reasons we have the
shuttle program, we have the bike shuttle, we have bus support for the Metro system, we have
carpools, we have vanpools, and we’re actually running into a situation where we’re no longer
getting enough parking fees to pay for the parking services, because we’ve been very successful in
having people find alternate routes onto campus. Same thing with the water. Water was a very
critical and is still a very critical resource for the Santa Cruz community, and we have very sharply
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cut the water consumption on the campus, and that’s taken a huge investment of resources to do
that, but it was one that we felt was important in trying to get people to use less of the resources
out there. There are still strains, looking at housing. We’ve built housing on campus; the problem
is because of the housing slump in the community, housing in the community has tended to be
a bit cheaper, and the cost of on-campus housing is high. Obviously students are going to go
where they can get housing for less money, and that means more people are trying to live in the
community. There are associated problems with that. We find that the vast majority of students
are great neighbors, but we do have party houses. And unfortunately a few party houses cause a
huge area of unrest amongst the neighbors.
: You know, just if I can add real quickly, you know the Settlement Agreement—really,
I’m paraphrasing liberally—but it was really an acknowledgment from the community that
the campus has an obligation from the state to provide access to students like you. Tomorrow’s
students like you. But the community obviously had real concerns about how we might do that,
and so in the end they really ended up concluding that they wanted us to build more housing on
campus, because building more housing on campus would reduce traffic impacts, reduce impacts
on the neighborhoods, and also interestingly, would reduce per capita water use, because we do
a better job of conserving water than housing in the community does. So, for all of those reasons
they want us to build more housing on campus. It’s a challenge for us to do it, for some of the
economic reasons that Alison mentioned, but we’re committed to trying to do that, and that’s
what the settlement agreement requires that we do.

(Ken Christopher, Alison’s seCretAry, steps in: “you’re due in Another meeting in two minutes.”)

: The last one is on the desal?
: (sighs heavily) We don’t know at this point. We really don’t know.
: We have an agreement with the city that they will be providing us with water; it’s a
legally binding agreement. We could be nasty, but you know, we’ll probably do what we’ve done
with the LRDP. We will try and find a compromise that works for everybody. But we have made
a huge commitment to lower the water usage on campus, and we’re going to continue to do that.
Every time we look at a building now, that’s a high priority.
: Can I just quickly add two things to that? I mean, like other customers in the Santa Cruz
water district, we rely on the city for an adequate water supply, so that’s the city’s responsibility
to do, but the other thing is that the city has completed multiple studies on this, but the most
recent one is their water supply assessment, and essentially what they concluded was that the
city had enough water irrespective of LRDP growth in regular rainfall years to accommodate the
district, and not enough water in dry years, even if we didn’t grow one little bit. So we’re not the
issue there in terms of the city’s water shortage; the city doesn’t have enough water in rainfall short
years, irrespective of us.
: Not just campus growth, but growth anywhere in the community. So growth period is
going to be a problem. We use about 6% of the city’s water and we have probably over 20,000
people on campus during the day. We have a nightime residency of about 9,000. And the city’s
at 58,000, something like that, so if we’re only using 6% we’re doing a darn good job. What we
have to do is help the rest of the community get on that same pathway. And that doesn’t take into
account people like me: I live out in the county, and I’m on a well.
(Ken steps in AgAin: “i’m sorry guys, i’ve got to—”)

: Absolutely.
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NOAH MISKA

: Let’s see. I started here in 1999, and I started here as a principal planner in charge of
architecture and site design, that was my title I believe. And in the campus planning unit,
which is a unit within Physical Planning and Construction. Then I believe it was 2003 when
the Director left, and so I moved into the position as Director of Campus Planning, which
I held until April 2010. Then I was in an interim role for the position that I have now, then
went through a recruitment and was made permanent about a year ago.
: Ok, well in the role of Associate Vice
Chancellor I manage Physical Planning and
Construction, which basically deals with
various aspects related to supporting the
academic mission of the campus around its
physical environment and space, and so when
anybody wants to put in a new building, or
a new path, or do physical alterations to
the inside of a building, we deal with that.
We manage the planning aspects, if that’s
involved. The design aspects, and working
with consultants. And then we ultimately
have the project managers, that ultimately
manage the construction of whatever the
project is, large or small. So we have a large
group of very small projects, and then we
have some larger projects, and right now,
because of the state of funding in the state
budget, there’s not as much large scale work
as there was several years ago. Those are the
:

key aspects. I’m also the campus building
official, so I oversee some of the regulatory
stuff around the building code, and we also
go through other regulatory procedures, that
we need to go through in order to entitle
projects before they get started. I also oversee
the sustainability office, which is under this
umbrella as well. As the Campus Architect,
which is another part of my title, it really just
means that I have responsibility for trying
to maintain the aesthetic and functional
key pieces of the campus environment.
And on a more traditional campus you’d
be looking at buildings and quads, while
this here encompasses some of the natural
aspects of the campus as well, so it’s a pretty
unusual place to work. And a really exciting
place for me to work, to be in this kind of
environment.

: I don’t know that I think that’s our primary responsibility. And again there are these
layers of information; one is obviously the Long Range Development Plan which went
through a very public process during the creation of the plan, and I think one of the challenges
we face is that the student body is continually changing. So it’s probably something where
there’s always room for improvement, but the LRDP is kind of the template that we use and
the plan that we base long range planning on from a physical point of view, and also as we get
into more specific efforts then there’s outreach around those.

28 29 30 31

: I was an undergraduate at Harvard University, and studied Visual and
Environmental Studies there, and then about nine or ten years later went to UC Berkeley as
a grad student in Architecture.

:
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: And I might just add, we do try to have at least regular conversation with student reporters to keep
them apprised of campus activities, achievements, projects, including projects such as the ones John is
referring to. So once a quarter the Chancellor and Alison will meet with a group of reporters. So that’s one
way. And sometimes it’s funny, we’ve tried sending a lot of email to students, but we get kind of a mixed
reaction.
: Well, a little bit, so we try to do it more judiciously, so maybe we err too much on the other side.
: Yeah.
:

: I honestly don’t know what the outcome will be on that measure.
: I don’t know. What would you say to that? I’m not sure I know the answer to that.
(looks to Jim)
27

28 29
30 31

: I think the point I was trying to make was that as a customer of the Santa Cruz water
district, we’re obviously interested in the city having an adequate water supply. What I’m
trying to say is that while some people have linked our expansion to the city’s possible need
for more water, there’s a disconnect there, because the city needs more water in drought years
irrespective of us.
because

: Well, I think what would be right to say
would be that we have a right to expand to try
to meet the needs of CA students. We have
worked closely with the city to undertake
water conservation projects in way that is also
responsive to the community. And Dean, for
instance, could tell you how we implemented
I think 19 water conservation projects to
reduce our water intake, and indeed we have
reduced our water intake.

: I think one underlying thing to
be clear about is that there’s no direct link
between adding students and consumption
of water. No direct link. If you add another
student, you’re not automatically going to
add that demand. The campus does have
within its control ways of managing it’s
demand.

: Well I don’t think we’re going to add infinitely. (laughs)
: We’re not quite that pro-growth.
: But I get your point. Clearly there’s a threshold somewhere, but I think what we’ve tried to do, to use a tennis metaphor, is hit a
sweet spot, to meet the needs of students like you, which means generally expanding, because the enrollment line has generally gone
up, we’ve got a record number of applications for Fall quarter for undergraduates, about 46,000. In the end, we’ll probably be able to
accommodate about 5,000 of them, and so you’re right, there is a tension that exists.

30 |

GROWTH

: We’re trying to honor our educational commitment to students, and our challenge has been how to try to do that in a
balanced and responsible way; in a way that at least partially mitigates some of the concerns that the community has. Can
we completely eliminate all of the concerns that everyone in the community has? Probably not, no. But we can try. And I
think we have a record of trying. We’ve lowered our water consumption even as enrollment has grown. One of the things
about the North Campus that concerns us if we can’t do anything out there is that it’s really going to impede our ability
to build additional student housing on campus, which people in the community, at least the people that signed onto the
settlement agreement, said they wanted us to do.

: That’s a good question. I’m actually not that bothered by the opposition because I
think it’s healthy to have an open conversation about what’s going on and why it’s going on,
and we’re a public institution, and that, I think, changes the nature of the dialog. I was at both
a private and a public university, so I understand, and I was actually fairly politically active
when I was at a private institution, and it could be very frustrating. And I’m not saying that
it’s not frustrating for you sometimes, but this is a very open place to have that conversation,
and I think it’s very important to have that conversation. And I think it’s very important for
the campus to understand—to always be examining what it values. And what it values does
change over time, and I think that’s healthy too. It doesn’t mean that there’s not conflict
sometimes, that there aren’t going to be some disagreements, but that’s also part of the process.
And maybe that’s too vague, but the opposition, so to speak, doesn’t bother me as long as we’re
being accurate about what’s going on and why it’s going on.
: In terms of us building a thousand

: Well, the Long Range Plan is
more of a framework with which a whole
bunch of things can happen, so the LRDP
doesn’t necessarily have a specific project
incorporated into it. It has more of a landuse diagram with potential growth in certain
areas. Like research areas, housing areas,
etc. So within that, the campus can decide
which particular path or direction it wants
to pursue, whether it’s a new social sciences
facility, or a new building for the humanities,
or it’s a new classroom facility. And it can
fit within the umbrella of the LRDP. The
LRDP itself doesn’t identify any particular
piece, I just want to make sure that I clarify
that classroom component from the LRDP.
So with that, the campus has looked at

seat lecture facility?

expanding classroom space on campus, and
we just finished a planning project. It’s also in
the 10-year plan of what we call instructional
facilities, which is an upgrade to existing
facilities, a few million dollars on new seats,
and new projectors and all that. It also
involves building new classroom spaces, and
that kind of component included a 600 seat
classroom space, and a 400-seat lecture hall,
with a small little 200-seat lecture hall as well.
So a whole bunch of components are being
thought of, and if you add them all together
do you get a thousand seats? You can get a
thousand seats somewhere (laughing), but
really it’s a large lecture hall and two smaller
ones. So yeah, we’ve been looking at that.
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: And that’s probably no doubt true. And we could have a long conversation
about what those things are.
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: Sure, yeah, I was just, um—I mean—I think you’re right to be concerned about the quality of
education on this campus and on other publicly-funded campuses. I’ll just speak for California. You can’t
cut $50 million in state support from our campus and not have it really impact the quality of education for
students. I think you think that the campus growing to meet its enrollment needs is impacting the quality
of education, and I would argue that what’s really impacting the quality of education, specifically things like
class size, is the reduction in state support for this place. I think it’s fair to say that we’re stuck between a
rock and a hard place, because on one hand, we’re trying to accommodate the interest among students like
you, who want to come here, and yet we’re not being given adequate resources to do that as well as we’d like
to, or maybe even as well as we used to do, is probably more accurate.
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: So you’re saying that there’s a perception that growth impacts student
experience, just to state it simply.

: Well Dean, you were here a while back.
: Obviously I had a better education and smarter than those students
that are coming through now... not.
: What was the enrollment when you were here?
: I don’t know; 7,000 students?
: So less than half of what we have now, and I can guarantee you that
the state funding was a lot higher than it is now.
:
A lot higher, when adjusted for inflation.
: And I certainly know what I paid for graduate school, compared to
what I’m paying for my daughter to go to school now, and there’s certainly a
difference. The calculus is just so different now than it was 20 or 30 years ago,
or even 10 years ago.
: I mean it’s probably fair to say that the larger the place has gotten, it’s
been I guess somewhat understandably harder to maintain the experience that
students had when it was half the size. I’m not sure how you’d quantify that,
but there’s definitely some truth to that. I’m trying to remember, how many
years ago was it that Colleges 9 and 10 went in?

: And I remember there was a fair amount of tension about the campus expanding its footprint when
that happened. I was working here then, and doing somewhat the same job, and you, there were people
who believed we really just shouldn’t have expanded our footprint into that area of campus. There was a lot
of protest over it, and the people that were protesting that, you can’t say they didn’t offer a legitimate view;
they did have a legitimate view. On the other hand, the campus built two new colleges which represent
about a fifth of the school now.
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: And I think people in their world tried to build those colleges
sensitively. I mean it sure doesn’t look like an exercise in clear cutting, and it
provided another 20% capacity for students, so it’s a small sweet spot maybe.

: I don't.

(lAughter)

: Well I will, but it's of nil value to your article, in terms of substantive
content.
: (Laughs) Come on, Jim!
: No, I just want to say that it's been really, I've sat through two of these
with you now, and I have no idea how you're going to present this, and you
were completely upfront about your tilt going in, which I really appreciated,
and I think that there've been interesting discussions, sometimes more, a
little more thoughtful discussions than sometimes occur with reporters, so I
appreciate you at least trying. Good luck with how you present it.

: And you know, and I think like you and I said, I thought, you heard my
initial exchange, was really interesting, because you were very understandably
saying, Joe, I wanted to talk with you or someone else about the pro-growth
perspective, and I said, it's not pro growth, it’s—we're just pro option.

: Right.
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Mental Development :
2 O R AT I O N S R E G A R D I N G U N M E T N E E D S
OF A DIVERSE COMMUNITY
CHRIS CUADRADO
MAR 2, 2011

Dear Friends,
Before I begin I would like to acknowledge
that we are on the land of the Ohlone people.
Santa Cruz, UCSC, are the names of the
patriarchal, heteronormative, heterosexist, racist,
capitalist imperial fascists who have historically
dominated indigenous peoples across the world.
The imperialists have crafted an economy
and state that reproduces inequities while

simultaneously veiling accountability for those
in the brain of the beast. This ultimately makes
poverty "a product of economic processes" instead
of a product of white power. If you’re confused
about your relationship to white power…consider
this. You need food and water to survive. Yet you
rely on green pieces of paper with pictures of dead
white men to get it. Your accessibility to this green
paper is determined by dominant social structures.
In this same respect, the imperialists have
also created institutions of higher learning by,
with, and for white power that functions within a
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bureaucracy that protects, enables, and reproduces
white power. The quality of your life becomes
dependent on your ability to climb the economic
ladder, yet they reduce our access to the ladder.
The narrative that UC bureaucrats have spread is
that budget cuts and the decline in the quality of
education is an issue of economy, “there simply
is not enough money to sufficiently fund higher
education.” This is laughable when we consider
where the money is being directed and where it has
been directed historically.

What has been cut?
1. Merrill used to be home to the Third World Resource Center.
2. American Studies and Community Studies are being phased out.
3. The Ethnic Resource Centers are put through competitive
processes of acquiring funds.
This is a crisis of priorities that has come
to pass because of the absence of a true UC
Democracy. The regents and administrators do
not reflect the interests of its students. Those that
make decisions are stockholders and we, whose
fates are being decided, are the stakeholders. This
is a relationship is based on western principles
of control that are obstructing our human right
to an education. And because I frame education
as a human right, we must consider that what
the UC is doing is a violation of our human
rights. Granted, the problems we face here do not
compare to feminicide in the Americas or violent
state repression across the globe. But we are being
deprived of our right to education because we are
coerced into their schooling. A type of schooling
that does not reflect the history of non-western
peoples.
If the distinction between the two is unclear,
let me see what I can do.

S c h o o l i n g is a process whereby individuals
are trained, assessed, and deployed based on such
assessment. Schooling follows military and factory
models of production. So…what is education?
Education

is

this!

Education is
community! Education is us! Education is the
process by which the human soul flourishes!
Education is the everyday.

YET SCHOOLING IS
D I S R U P T I N G O U R E D U C AT I O N .
Schooling is trying to reduce you to a single
subject student. They are trying to specialize
you to better market you. This is why we must
acknowledge that schooling was not created for
us. Despite the fact that the institution needs
us; the school needs diversity to maintain any
semblance of legitimacy as a University.
What does this mean for some of us? This
means that the histories of colonized and oppressed
peoples are incorporated into the institution so
that the institution may claim that is not racist
but in fact…multicultural. With departments like
Sociology, Anthropology, the stories of non-western
peoples become subject matter in the curriculum
of university courses, yet are being taught in a
Western classroom design, in a western institution
so that you may proceed to get a career in the
Western world. That is why we must demand a
critical site of inquiry in the form of a Third World
College with its own Ethnic Studies department.
In the absence of an Ethnic Studies, many
students have been convinced that our options
lie within the walls of this campus. I am not
giving this speech to refute that. It is because of
this institution that I am able to share this with
you. I am okay with having to live and work here
because there are others who cannot. I am okay
with having to navigate the power structure the
imperialists have created. What I am NOT okay
with is actively or passively assimilating into this
power structure. I refuse to be convinced that
representation at the UC is sufficient. I know that
collective empowerment and self-determination
for my people will not come in the form of a
career. I know that contributing to their definition
of Diversity will not solve the problems we
face as colonized and oppressed peoples. It is
NOT empowerment when we struggle to secure
resources in an institution of white power. It is
not empowerment when the curriculum does not
reflect our histories.
We must seek an end to this relationship. We
must demand more than money can bargain for.
We must understand that education exists within
us and not the institution. We must know that
education is a right to be exercised and I encourage
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you to exercise it; every day, wherever you go claim your right to know and learn with and through
each other. Do this even if it does disrupt their schooling because their schooling has disrupted your
education; it has disrespected your history and the intellectual traditions of your people! I want you to
imagine a better world through education by doing so here and now! We invite you to struggle with us
to realize free education for all. Let us retreat to where we feel safest so that we may better understand,
develop, and articulate our demands for change.

MAY 1, 2012

A Call to Diversity

I

always like to start by acknowledging that we
are on Occupied Ohlone land. Before Occupy
was a protest tactic, before Occupy became a
people-centered process, before Occupy became
how we are going to create spaces of liberation
today, Occupation was a violent military conquest
inflicted on people throughout the globe. As
we struggle, we must not forget the rights of
indigenous peoples throughout the world,
especially since our University is built on stolen
land with an American Indian population of only
1%.
I’m sorry if this makes some of you
uncomfortable, but this is the solidarity bestowed
upon me by my heritage, education, and
community. I’m also sorry if what I’m about to
say makes you uncomfortable as I wrote this for
a particular audience. I wrote this for people who
identify as students or people of color, although I
don’t doubt that everyone has something to learn
from what I’m about to say.
This is my call to diversity. This is my call to
the students who make up the 55% non-white
student population on this campus. What are we
doing? What the fuck are we doing? We are doing
great things…actually. Many students of color
have inherited organizations and other spaces in
which to organize and sustain our presence at
the university. We have e2, which is a resource
center for students of color and provides classes to
supplement the lack of Ethnic Studies as well as
the Filipino historical dialogue, and other studentinitiated classes. We have the big 5 organizations
that hold offices in the Student Union building
in addition to a large amount of student
organizations for students of color based on

different interests like Centro Americanos Unidos,
Rally for
FSA, Apiza, ABSA, Grupo Folklorico Los Mejicas,
Ethnic Studies,
and Rainbow! And these are all spaces that help to
Quarry Plaza,
sustain our presence at this university.
I truly value the spaces and resources we
3/2/11
have inherited and invented. Yet its time to
Image courtesy of
call into question if we are living up to the
ucscethnicstudies.wordpress.com
legacy of students of color at the university.
The current spaces for students of color were
gained through struggle, organizing, and most
importantly, agitation. Now that we have these
spaces, the struggle and organizing takes place
institutionally, where dedicated students work
hard to meet and grease the ego of administrators,
hold fundraising events, and spend endless hours
drafting proposals. I'm referring to my friends on
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the Cultural Arts and Diversity board making
sure our arts are funded and represented. I'm
talking about my homies in Mejicas and PCC
dealing with the main stage issue, trying to get
funds together to perform on a stage that is
growing increasingly expensive, at a university
that boasts diversity. I'm talking about e2
struggling to get their space funded as well as
student initiated outreach programs, that the
university itself should be conducting! This
institutional work is incredibly important and
should be maintained and advanced further to
increase our political power in the university.
As many of you may know, many of the people
of SUA are students of color in solidarity with
many of these issues. Many students of color sit
on various committees and hold places of power
throughout the university. These are all great
resources and important roles to keep as students
of color here. Yet the element of agitation that
has historically worked hand in hand with
institutional organizing seems to be by and large
absent. The most recent instances of agitation
organized by students of color that challenge the
administration of the university through direct
autonomous actions that I can think of are:

1. The hunger strike of 2009

which resulted in the appointment of an indigenous
scholar as the director of the Ethnic Resource
Center and American Indian Resource Center.
2. T h e

March 2, 2011 occupation
of the Ethnic Resource Center

that resulted in significant leaps towards a Critical
Race and Ethnic Studies department not yet seen
before.
These events were organized by a small
dedicated group of students of color who
understood that organizing outside of the
bureaucracy of the university was just as
important as working within. It certainly was
not the 55% of the non-white student body that
organized these events. Nor was it the entirety of
any of the spaces I mentioned above, although
there certainly were members from those various
groups involved. Now imagine if everyone in
all of the student of color organizations, I'm
not even talking about the entire 55%, just the
organizations, came together and decided they

were going to organize to create a campaign of
institutional and autonomous efforts to seriously
shape the university. We have folks putting in
work with admin, grad students, professors,
staff, and other members of the bureaucracy,
while having those same members be involved
with students occupying, sitting in, striking,
protesting, and negotiating with those same
administrators. How long then, would it take
to get e2 permanent funding? How long then
would it take to make the main-stage issue a
non-issue? How long then would it take to move
the Ethnic Resource Centers from beyond half
a floor to an entire building? How long then
would it take to get a Critical Race and Ethnic
Studies Department? I'm writing this because I
want all of you who make up diversity, the 55%,
to consider how our current power, that is our
resources and organization, can be enhanced by
an autonomous student of color movement that
operates outside the UC bureaucracy and is not
afraid to agitate and demand something from
power.

A timeline
>>>
You can observe a
of student
trend in the strategies,
of color
frequency, and victories
organizing
of student of color
organizing. It was in
at UCSC.
1981 that the hunger
strike resulted in the
ucscethnicstudies.wordpress.com/2011/03/03/
hiring of Ethnic faculty timeline-of-ucscs-struggle-for-ethnic-studies/
and establishment of
E requirement. Now consider what we could
do now. Consider what it would be like to not
have to feel like the movement for education
is dominated by white men whose political
inclinations fail to come anywhere close to our
own concerns. Our concerns and struggles will
not be represented if we choose to not insert
ourselves into the dialogue and process. This does
not mean join the General Assembly, although I
do not advocate against it.
What this does mean is that we need to
come together to create a force that uses different
tactics and strategies to enhance the work we are
doing institutionally. I'm convinced we have so
much more power than what we have now. Those
that came before us have proved it. Now the
question is, what will we gain in our time here for
those that will come after us?
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For Native people across
the United States, the process of
colonization was devastating on
multiple levels. It broke physical
and spiritual relationships that can
hardly be put into words. Disease
spread due to a lack of antibodies
from previous exposure to viruses
and lack of experience in treating
unfamiliar diseases, resulting in
death. Tribes were thrown into
chaos as their social and political

structures were shattered.
Native societies in Northern
California, differently from those
further east, were able to remain
cohesive until contacted by the
Spanish
Catholic
missionary
system in the late 1700s. Through
the mission system, Spain secured
dominion over the land that is now
California. This was made possible
by enlisting or forcing Native
people to provide the needed labor.

While some tribes revolted,
others found that the only means
of survival was to surrender.
The missionaries claimed “legal”
custody of Indian people who lived
on the missions and regulated their
lives in every detail. At that time,
the missions were the heart of the
economy in colonial California.
Indian people were forced to labor
in the missions, working in fields,
shops, and kitchens, and it was they
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who took care of the thousands of cattle
the missions owned. They were deprived of
food and often physically abused.
In essence, California Indians were
caught in a cycle of perpetual slavery until
long after Mexico gained control over the
mission system in 1834. In the Santa Cruz
region, those who survived this travesty are
the descendants of the Ohlone people.
It has taken decades to recover after
this devastation and begin to rebuild as
an Indigenous nation. Today the Ohlone
speak of the generations who assimilated
with the Mexican population during the
early 1900’s, just to survive the brutality
of discrimination. At
that time it was safer to
be Mexican, than to be
Indian.
Generations
have spent their lives
integrating into growing
urban
communities,
becoming educated and
recovering
spiritually.
Central to the recovery
of all Native people is
access to sacred places.
For the Ohlone, this
includes the ocean, and
all surrounding water
sources, native plants, animals and secluded
locations.
Recovery also includes the protection
of ancestors. The Ohlone are determined
to protect burial sites, traditional village
sites and shell mounds. It is imperative
that remaining cultural sites stay intact.
Essentially, the Ohlone know that all people
are strengthened when our environments
and sacred places are honored and protected.
In an effort to acknowledge this need
for all Native Americans in California,

the State passed Senate Bill 18 (SB 18)
in 2004. Acknowledging the cultural
importance of “sacred sites,” such as
ancient village sites, burial grounds and
ceremonial locations, SB 18 mandates that
agencies and developers communicate their
proposed development plans to tribes at the
beginning of the planning process. When
projects are proposed atop locations known
to be sensitive, or located nearby, the goal is
“consultation over confrontation.”
In addition to SB 18, policies and
practices that address the need for tribal
consultation include: the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act,
Section 106 of the National
Historic
Preservation
Act,
the
California
Environmental
Quality
Act, Forest Practice Rules,
and
Native
American
cultural resource impact
assessments.
Simultaneously,
the
Ohlone are becoming more
engaged with the legal
tools available to bring
back community wellness.
Government agencies across
the nation are seeing the
advantages of creating and
following agreed upon policies that would
repair historical damage.
By engaging in dialogue and policy
creation with regulatory agencies, tribal
nations seek to protect valuable cultural
assets and mitigate confrontation down
the road, when they are alerted to new
development projects. Through active
stewardship of their sacred lands, the
Ohlone are strengthening their cultural ties
and mending long-term relationships for
future generations.
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Poems by KAleb Goff

Puzzling
Tendencies
We have certainly
created this prison, this
destruction of man. But
we seem to think we are
held by some phantom
sentry, that the key is far
and away on a dreary
hook. But look closer and
you will find that this is
certainly not the case. The
key lays waiting in wild
places, at the junction
between the sublime and
the primeval. Give in to
your animal tendencies,
you are nothing but
another beast.

Cathedral
Thoughts
Cathedral alight
thoughts spill,
into freezing sunrise.
Do you not tremble
when you hear —
the thousand orchestras
of silent red-barked friends.
Do you not wish to bow —
to sing to pray to rejoice!
when you hear the music
of the ancient cathedral regrown.

Learning
Profess yourself:
to books in running brooks
to tomes hanging high in trees
to the great lecture in the lichen
to the symphony of the sea,
and
to the unspoken, as obvious as a spring meadow.

And yet they turn —
their heads away
weeping, searching
for the smell and sight of meaning.
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Limits of the current
state of institutional
organizing at UCSC

What
can
on-campus
sustainability
organizations
like
the Student Environmental Center
(SEC) tell us about organized student
advocacy surrounding the Long Range
Development Plan?
The answer is: surprisingly, not so
much.
The
organization’s
mission
statement reads, “The purpose of
the Student Environmental Center
is to promote student involvement
through research, education, and
implementation of environmentally
sustainable practices on campus in
collaboration with the university.” And
as issues surrounding development are
multiple and complex—ranging from
water supply, biodiversity, to impact
on environmental research, indigenous
history, housing, green building,
accrued constructional refuse, and
increased admission—wouldn’t one
assume that the LRDP would be on the
forefront of the organization’s agenda?
I joined the SEC in 2009, one of
the most extensive and well-funded

SOAR organizations on campus. As
a rookie to the collegiate realm of
sustainability, my attention was drawn
to SEC’s philosophy of “bridging the
gap”: between the classroom and the
community, sustainable practices
and consumer culture, energy
saving technologies and UCSC’s
built environment. Fueled by this
philosophy, well-meaning students,
staff, and faculty pour into working
group campaigns with a good deal of
overlap: the Transportation Campaign,
Students for Organic Solutions, the
Green Building Campaign, the Waste
Prevention Campaign, Gardeners
Alliance, Drop Your Own Drip (a
water conservation advocacy group),
and Earth Summit (a campaign
that collectively produces a living
document—rewritten
yearly—that
archives potential project possibilities
for the campus, none of which has
anything to do the LRDP). Motivated
by funding from student referenda
and projected goals listed in the
university’s Campus Sustainability

AT UCSC

Plan, SEC’s work has changed the
operational and educational landscape
of UCSC since its formation in 2001.
In addition to cultivating new spaces
for environmental education, SEC has
also improved and institutionalized
the
university’s
environmental
performance, alongside numerous
offices, organizations, administration,
colleges, staff, faculty, and community
members. That said, it is obviously
imperative to address SEC’s role and
essential stake in the campus’ Long
Range Development Plan (LRDP).
During
my
time with SEC,
the
organization
hosted a less than a
handful of adequately
attended
LRDPrelated
gatherings
and debates that have
featured prominent
community
members such as
Rick Longinotti of
Santa Cruz Desal
Alternatives
and
former
county
supervisor,
Gary
Patton of Community
Water
Coalition.
Both Santa Cruzbased environmental
advocacy groups had been very
thorough, informative, and well
received. They spoke upon both sides
of contested issues, comprehensively
justified their arguments against the
proposed development, and created
a space within our gatherings to have
fluid discussion.
However, as SEC student leaders
developed a rigorous contextual
wherewithal of the LRDP and identified
community stakeholders relating
to the development’s prospective
environmental
degradation,
no
further engagement within SEC
came out these discussions. On the

grounds of advocating for “land,
habitat, and watershed” issues—a
section within the organization’s Earth
Summit Blueprint—the SEC and its
sister organizations (Education for
a Sustainable Living Program and
Campus Sustainability Council) have
failed to take any stance on campus
development. Rather than utilizing
SEC’s wide campus presence, its
generous operating budget, and
autonomous governing body to make
student voices heard, SEC’s current
involvement within the campus
community
has
merely been as
a
monitoring
program
for
legacy
projects
waiting to be
institutionalized
within the campus’
built environment.
Publicized
as the studentrun, project-based
center for effective
environmental
change at UCSC,
the SEC can have
its
bureaucratic
challenges. As a
“registered student
organization” with
an associated SOAR Staff Advisor,
student members of SEC and its sister
organizations are recognized as UCSC
representatives. That is, in exchange
for university privileges—purchasing,
holding university-recognized events,
inter-organizational networking and
collaborating, and utilizing larger
SOAR training opportunities and
selective campus facilities and media
equipment—student members must
agree to abide by university policies
and be liable for activities programmed
by their organizations. What does this
look like? Forms of all sorts, copious
amounts of meetings accompanied
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with
scrupulous
decisionmaking, budgeting, a tedious approval
process for almost every decision the
organization makes, emails, volumes
of Google Docs, binders, evaluations,
and more emails, just when you
thought it was all over. Navigating the
institution can not only be exhausting,
but its students’ voices can be lost as
mere whispers in a sea of red tape.
Nevertheless, given steadfast SOAR
staff support (who ensure SOAR
services meet the changing needs of
the UCSC student body, and who
mitigate paperwork otherwise placed
on students), there is no excuse to
for SOAR organizations, like SEC, to
render immense local environmental
issues such as the LRDP invisible on
their agendas.
So why is it that student
organizations entwine themselves
within an academic institution
packaged
with
uninterrogated
messages of what recognized activism
or real societal change should be? Does
lack of university sponsorship provoke
the possibility of defunding, similar to
recent funding threats posed to some
of CUNY Brooklyn College’s student
groups by New York City Council
members in response to a discussion
of the pro-Palestinian Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions movement
(BDS)1? Would politicizing the
organization’s voice jeopardize its
current work? Even if the issues are
at the center of its mission statement?
Only student leaders within SEC have
the answers to these questions.
When two governing bodies
converge, such as the administration
and the student body, there is always
unequal footing. The collective
struggle of working groups and
organizations have long been deep in
the trenches of the institutional hand.
This is the same administrative hand

many fellow SOAR staff and veteran
student organizers are familiar with.
It dictates budget cuts and allocations,
staff support, and further compromises
to the inevitable growth of student
groups as enrollment increases.
Additionally, hierarchies that already
exist in academic politics around
participation and funding capacity are
easily activated in groups. Therefore,
assumptions about privileges within
organizations are layered within our
actions and possession. For that reason,
SEC student leaders and fellow SOAR
organizations must be prepared to
question our privilege of power on this
campus. Organizations must recognize
that conflict is how we get better as a
movement, and in that light, strategize
in ways that illuminate the power
we have in each other, as well as the
promise of sustainable future despite
all roadblocks that stand in our way.
Rather than joining a group because
this is how you get a job after this
internship, members can utilize their
personal leadership within SOAR
as a vehicle to serve as a catalyst in
breaching divisions of class, race,
environmental injustice, inequality,
complacency, and negligence on our
campus and in the greater community
it affects. The LRDP invigorates a
space for all individuals involved
and impacted by the university to
make connections and address the
future of higher education. This is
the moment to build groundswell for
true sustainability at UCSC, as it is
time to unmoor from sustainability's
comfort culture and seek out parallels
and intersectional relevance in Ethnic
Resource Centers and academic
disciplines outside of Environmental
Studies. We must continue to create
new activist alliances and exhilarate
action around the LRDP, otherwise it
is so easy to put onus on the inevitable.

Taylor, Kate.
"Mayor backs
college’s plan to
welcome critics of
Israel." New York
Times 06 Feb. 2013.
New York Times
Company. Web. 06
Apr. 2013.
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REAL UNIVERSITY
JASON ANDREWS

“N
¹ This term is employed
with some repetition.
This is not done out
of disregard for the
contributions of women
in the narrative, but
as a stylistic necessity
and to emphasize the
disproportionately large
role that men played
in driving processes of
industrialization.

ow we’re getting somewhere,”
cried the foreman as the first load of
limestone, drawn by oxen, set off down the
freshly minted road. The oxen strained under
the heavy load and men1 looked on proudly as
the sounds of growing industry filled the air. The
land had seen destruction before. The colonial
mission system had killed and marginalized
most of the the original inhabitants of the hill
generations earlier, and the forest was already
far from a “virgin landscape”.2 Work progressed,
trees fell, and dwellings rose where, only days
before, ferns, shrubs, and mushrooms had
graced the land. Destitute men poured in from
distant continents to find work in the limekilns.
Bears and wildcats met fences, transecting the

² “It is to be surmised that the early Spanish, following their usual practice,
pasturage of their herds of cattle, seeded the burned-over land with grain (and,
inadvertently, with "weeds"). Spanish agriculture in the Great Meadow is further
suggested by the plants now growing in it, for nearly all of its grasses and most of
its "weeds" are of Mediterranean origin.” (Calciano, Elizabeth Spedding, and Ray
Collett. The Campus Guide: A Tour of the Natural Environment and Point of Historical
Interest. 1973. Retrieved from http://people.ucsc.edu/~rosewood/guidebook/)
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lands they once freely roamed. In their place,
cattle grazed lazily, inadvertently introducing
foreign grasses and weeds, spelling the death of
the native meadows, forever altering the natural
balance.
The discovery of gold in the east, and the
growth of nearby cities spurred the demand for
limestone cement. The hill was filled with men,
buildings, smoke and fire, to meet the needs
of the growing industry. Shanties sprang up to
accommodate the workers who soon arrived.
The forest receded as stone was extracted from
beneath layers of delicate soil and refined in
kilns fueled by the incineration of entire trees.
The result was lime, which went on to form the
concrete foundations of great buildings, such as
churches, museums and city halls—testaments
to the unstoppable, noble progress of mankind.
The hill, which only a generation before had
been a quiet land, was transformed by this
extractive industry. The former meadows and
forests were now home to cows where coyotes
and pumas once roamed, and stumps sat where
redwoods once reached towards the sky.
With time the forest was exhausted. Roads
cut scars deep into the woods, and even the
steepest, most inaccessible valley was stripped
of its Sequoia sempervirens. The forest could
scarcely provide the wood needed for the lime
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The quality of education
suffered, because the

industry. In addition,
filled with the grinding,
new technologies that
sputtering and crunching
to do with the revenue
could replace limestone
of machines.
were developed, and was to invest it into
Rapidly,
buildings
demand for the stone
sprang
up
around
declined.
Production rather than improve
campus, and an inaugural
slowed over the decades, educational capacity
group of students filed
and eventually stopped. In
into fresh classrooms.
place of the lime industry,
From the moment the
a large ranch covered the student population. It
university opened its
hill, growing out of the so came to be that the
doors it was celebrated as
smaller ones that preceded increased tuition, paid by a symbol of environmental
it. A couple decades of more and more students,
progressiveness. Scholars,
relative calm passed on the
politicians, writers, artists
was used each year as
hill. Cows grazed lazily.
and engineers came to hail
Meanwhile,
the
the physical layout of the
country’s
economic debt incurred by the
University as a model of
machine expanded rapidly, loans necessary to pay
environmental balance.
galvanized by war and for construction projects.
The university grew
international competition.
larger with staggered
This spurred the growth
expansion projects. With
of universities to provide
time it developed a culture
educated young minds, with which to of its own. Nature was celebrated. The
fuel the economic progress of the nation, university gained a reputation as a center
and ostensibly to ensure its defense.# The of radical yet astute counter-culturalism.
state’s university system, which started as Social movements and mass protest marked
an underfunded, marginal, and seemingly its history. All the while the university
over-ambitious project quickly grew into continued to grow. Buildings were tastefully
an internationally respected institution; a placed amongst the trees. Before long a
beacon of both economic progress, and then generation had passed, and the university
a symbolic fulfillment of manifest destiny. began to seem as though it
Westward migration, and an economic boom had always been there. The 3 Following the major role played
created pressure to build more campuses, days when the first hammer
and university planners considered the hill stroke had resounded, the securing victory in WWII, the
as a potential site. After much negotiation, first tree felled, the first American government and public
the ranch land was sold to the university for meadow paved, and the first ascendancy as key to maintaining
construction of a new campus. “Now we’re classes held, lay deep in the this dominant economic and
getting somewhere!” exclaimed a regent, past and were looked upon military role during the Cold
War. Considerable investments
smiling as he signed the contract, overlooking as history.
were made in public-private
the grassy expanse of the hill.
Much admired by partnerships to promote
Thus, the building of a great new students and visitors alike agricultural, military and
university was tackled head on. Instead were the remnants of the
of oxen, great machines marched up the old limekilns and ranch 1950 alone “over a dozen
federal agencies funneled over
hill, yoked by a new group of men. Many buildings, which had been $150 million to a select group
objected to the renewed encroachment refurbished and dedicated to of universities for contract
upon the forests, but it was said that this the history of the university. research.” (John Aubrey Douglass,
was a worthy cost of progress; imperative Placards and history books “The Cold War, Technology, and
the American University,” July
and inevitable. The first planners gave much depicted the first wretched 1999. http://cshe.berkeley.edu/
concern to retaining the ecological aesthetics shacks and shanties, shown publications/docs/PP.JD.Sputnik_
of the hillside. Despite this, it was still a in their primitive setting. Tech.2.99.pdf)
destructive process. Large swaths of concrete Purposeful
men
with
came to cover the meadows, and the air was sooty faces stared from the
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black and white images, surrounded by wooden
buildings and oxen. Young people regarded these
artifacts, contemplating the course of history.
They learned the history of the hill, from shack
and shanty, from the primitive lime industry to
the modern institution. Guided and instructed by
their professors, they learned to understand the
great laws of development and progress: how the
refined grows from the crude, man from beast,
civilization from barbarism, and abundance from
penury.
The progress of the university was hailed
far and wide, as discoveries in mathematics,
agricultural science, linguistics, and many other
fields of knowledge contributed to regional and
national economic growth. Despite this growth,
the university was increasingly short of funds. The
leaders of the state and the regents of the university
(often the same people) could not come up with
enough money to pay for the school’s operation.
It was generally accepted that this was due to an
economic downswing. To fill the gap, the regents
repeatedly raised the cost of attendance. This,
they assured students,
would be the only way
to keep the doors open
during hard economic
in accordance with the times.
cyclical nature of the
However,
it
became clear to a
growing
number
the incompatibility of people that the
budget crisis was not
merely the product
capitalist priorities, of recession, but of
the way the university
decried the chicanery was managed. Policy
shifts enacted over
time constituted both
the symptoms and
causes of the crisis.
The university was
class impeded sustained effectively privatized,
resistance to the though still remaining
public
in
name.
expansion of the Rather than managing
university the university as a
mechanism of public
enrichment, it was
instrumentalized by the regents to become a profitmaking business.4 This was done by adapting the
function of the university’s finances to the model
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of a business and the logic of capitalist growth.
Enrollment was increased along with with tuition,
creating a huge source of revenue. Despite this, the
quality of education suffered, because the most
profitable thing to do with the revenue was to invest
it into the financial system, rather than improve
educational capacity to match the swelling student
population. It so came to be that the increased
tuition, paid by more and more students, was used
each year as collateral to finance the debt incurred
by the loans necessary to pay for construction
projects.5
It was an excellent business model for the people
that it served, though students were collectively
swindled. Nonetheless, the ideal of progress
continued to fuel ever-increased enrollment in
the university. Despite high tuition,
overcrowded and underfunded 4
Meister (2011). Debt and
classes, and administrative bloat,
Taxes: Can the Financial
attending the university was still Industry Save Public
seen as a crucial part of personal Universities? http://
economic progress. Many sacrifices ucscfa.org/wp-content/
were made in the name of progress. uploads/2011/11/07_Meister.
pdf
Students, unwittingly engaging in
a financial scheme tangent to the 5 Meister (2011). They Pledged
university debt/bond sales cycle, Your Tuition, An Open Letter
took out heavy loans to pay for to UC Students http://cucfa.
org/news/2009_oct11.php
tuition. Thus, revenue was assured,
and could even be guaranteed to
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EPILOGUE

increase, maintaining high bond ratings, and high returns on
investments.
New construction projects, leveraged by augmented tuition
revenues, were taken on every few years. The delicate ecology of
the hill was repeatedly sacrificed to augment revenue. While
the university had once grown in order to increase the quality
of its education and research, it now grew to increase the profits
of investors. The mismanagement of funds became apparent
to anyone who cared to investigate the matter. The growth
would continue indefinitely in accordance with the cyclical
nature of the financial system. Many students, recognizing the
incompatibility of ecological and capitalist priorities, objected
strongly and decried the chicanery of the oligarchical regents.
However, the generational amnesia with each graduating class
impeded sustained resistance to the expansion of the university.
No end of growth lay in sight. The imminence of continued

destruction was available for all to see, detailed in public plans
and blueprints. Nonetheless, the development continued, with
devastating banality. Every few years the prospect of growth
provoked outrage and opposition, and when it finally took
place, elicited disgust and anguish. Yet within another few years
the new buildings were normalized as unconcerned freshmen
filed into the university’s doors.
Every few months zealous investors crowded into a
conference room in order to review the quarterly earnings
on the construction bonds. “Now we’re getting somewhere,”
exclaimed the investment manager at BNY Mellon as he
reviewed the earnings report for Fall 2012, impressed by the
favorable numbers, “this is progress!”
[ INSPIRED BY THE STORY
“THE CITY” BY HERMAN HESSE ]

T

society at large. Or rather, society
reflected the dissonance of the university, and
the contradictory nature of its growth. Economic
progress in the form of investment returns was
pursued with little regard for student’s futures, or
for natural systems. Loans taken on by students
in order to pay for tuition created a large credit
bubble. Construction projects pushed deeper and
deeper into the forest. Classes came to be unbearably
crowded, until vast sections of the curriculum were
moved to virtual internet classrooms. The pursuit
of economic mobility, always a fundamental aspect
of the university’s appeal, drove the institution’s
priorities. Non-profitable majors were stripped down
and eventually eliminated.

Graduates left with a vigorous
desire to progress through the ranks
of the globalized capitalist economy,
and drove ecological destruction
in doing so. Society looked to the
university for answers to imminent
environmental and social problems, but
did so too late: the growth imperative
had reduced the institution to a
business school, unconcerned with
ecology or equality.

With time, the inevitable occurred. The
tired and depleted forests of the earth could no
longer support the strain of civilization’s constant
growth and pollution. The air, soil and water
became unsuitable. Crops failed, unrest spread,

and wars further ravaged the land. The university
continued to evolve as a machine of private profit
and environmental destruction, until the façade of
progress could no longer be upheld. The ecosystems
of the hill unraveled. Polluted and depleted rivers
couple no longer support fish. The populations of
many birds collapsed. Parasites flourished. Unknown
funguses ravaged the already strained forest.
Repeated years of drought threatened to force people
from the hill, but the final straw was the collapse of
the financial system that propped up the paradigm
of infinite growth. Environmental degradation had
ravaged the world’s economies. The dual credit
bubbles of student loan and construction bonds
popped simultaneously. The university collapsed
with the rest of of the world’s environment and
economy, for they reflected one another, and shared
the same problems. No longer were classes held or
roads maintained, and in the end, people abandoned
the hill.
The forest edged downward, slowly cloaking
the whole hillside, the remnants of old walls,
buildings and roads. Reinvigorated by the absence
of progress, vegetation swept across the campus.
Trees fought their way through cracks in the
concrete, and deer slept in the old library. Shrubs
colonized dormitories, and creeks flowed across
collapsed parking lots. A young redwood tree had
taken root in the rubble of a fallen administrative
building. “Now we’re getting somewhere!” cried a
woodpecker who was hammering at the trunk, and
looked with satisfaction at the spreading forest and
the magnificent green progress that was covering the
earth.
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BEN NOKES
Growth is a dream,
an unreal fantasy of alienated madmen.

song of the gulch
JACK MAZZA
trickle down
resting roots, redwood
fallings and tanoak
gliding formations move
with drips and drops:
hidden splashes skim and skip
down paths, arrive
where they may
without hurry or rush
echo through madrone
the smallest of gaps
in sedges and soil
shifting shape, shaping form
like uneven cloud-speckles
rolling across azure skies.
window into thoughts:
through rivers of eastern hills
deep ice of arctic lands
peaks of mountains, light brushed snow
and sage lakes of elevations higher
than tidal wave streams and waterfalls
into the ocean
until warm rays hit
waves:
raise the recollections into arrangements
of painted clouds melting
releasing memory after memory
splash on a huckleberry leaf.

For the complicit, complacent, and comfortable it is sacred business.
For the historically dehumanized, persecuted, and oppressed,
for human beings attempting to fulfill humane lives,
for the miraculous manifestations of cosmic revelation that continuously
flow from the well,
for the Earth and all its beloved creations,
it is a nightmare.
Do not be seduced to slumber,
WAKE UP!
WAKE UP!
or suffer your greatest blunder.
For in the spaces not controlled by measured calculations of tick-tocks,
in the rooms that will not rationalize the acceptable loss of life,
in homes where children are not taught racism and perpetual war,
in the eyes that do not shut to poverty and injustice.
A waking life is budding,
a possibility is growing,
the opportune is blooming,
Wake up and smell the redwoods.
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Sustaining
the
Unsustainable

ROBIN MOORE

UCSC Expansion and the Politics of Extinction

R

ecently, while eating lunch on campus, I glanced
over at the napkin dispenser on the table.
Imprinted on each napkin was the message: "Save the
environment—one napkin at a time."
We are bombarded daily with slogans and images
promoting conservation, urging us to be green, and
informing us of UCSC's leadership in the field of
sustainability.
Meanwhile, UCSC is proposing to build on 240
acres of the undeveloped Upper Campus,1 removing
redwood forest, mixed evergreen forest, and northern
maritime chaparral in order to construct new buildings,
roads, and parking lots.2
Gazing warily at the napkin dispenser, I began
pondering this contradiction. What is a meaningful
concept of sustainability, and how can we practice it in
relation to this land that we call UCSC campus?
Without healthy land, water, and air; without a
healthy biosphere in all its interdependent complexity,
human communities cannot be sustained for long. In
considering human sustainability, the health of the land
on which we live seems like a natural place to begin.
The varied campus ecosystems harbor an incredible
diversity of native species that have adapted to this land
over millennia. This web of species is fragile, and has
already been heavily impacted by the past 48 years of
university development. Grey Hayes, Ph.D., biologist
and former UCSC Natural Reserve steward, speaks
forthrightly about the current state of affairs:
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“It is my firm belief from many years of careful
examination of UCSC that the current level of
development has exceeded the campus’ institutional,
physical, and biological capacity. The signs are
everywhere: unfunded mitigations, eroding hills,
and disappearing species…To continue expanding
development is to burden future generations with
the damage we wrought now."3
A living ecological and social landscape,
Upper Campus anchors the lives of the many
who are familiar with it. It forms the headwaters
of three ocean-bound creeks, one of which is
home to a recovering population of steelhead
salmon. In this biological treasure-trove, multiple
species new to science have been discovered,
rare species thrive, and unexplained mysteries
abound.
As the saying goes, we lead by example. And
what are the attitudes and practices being taught
to young people by the UCSC administration,
through their example of greenwashing the
campus while strong-arming development in the
Upper Campus forest?
They're teaching us to not respect carrying

capacity. That it is unrealistic to not destroy our
environment. That the demands of so-called
progress are more important than the needs of
the ecosystems being uprooted.
They're teaching us that sustainable
development is about manipulating information
and using phrases like "water neutrality",
"careful stewardship" and "no significant impact"
to make things look good, while carrying on
with ecologically destructive projects. We’re
encouraged to focus on abstract and faraway
environmental problems, rather than what is
right in front of us.
I've long been perplexed by how the issue
of UCSC expansion is routinely left out of the
mainstream campus discussion of sustainability.
There are many possible explanations for this.
Perhaps it's in part because, despite being
concerned about the environment, many campus
environmentalists are relatively uninformed
about campus natural history and only
minimally familiar with campus ecosystems.
However, I suspect that the key issue may be
that to challenge the Long Range Development
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the status-quo notion of sustainability is
more about sustaining the current arrangement
of economic and political power than it is
about the health of the natural environment.

Plan is to challenge power: something rather
frightening, which most people aren't used to
doing. This becomes further complicated when
that very power—the UC administration—is
the authority governing innumerable people's
paychecks, organizational funding, and even
the future existence or nonexistence of one's
department or position.
And yet, without challenging power, I don't
believe we can get very far at all. Not just in
regard to sustainability in Santa Cruz, but in any
social or environmental struggle in the world
at large. It is vital that we not look at "campus
issues" in isolation. To truly understand our local
predicament, we have to understand it as an
expression of much larger patterns and systems that
are at play.
Profit-driven activities of human beings are
causing rapid degradation and collapse of the
earth's ecosystems. More than a third of all species
could be slipping towards extinction by 20504—so
we'd better start using fewer napkins! But why
are the solutions that are being peddled to us
so woefully out of touch with the depth of the
problems we face?
Biodegradable dishware, green power
purchasing, carbon offsets, waterless urinals,
waste reduction—the green measures are seen as

benign, small steps in the right direction. And
some of them are, in a way. But their political and
psychological implications can be very insidious.
These well-marketed forms of change give
us a sense that things are getting better. That's
dangerous, because for the most part, they're really
not. We change lightbulbs and dishware, but larger
patterns remain. The train of progress chugs along
full throttle, choking the sky with invisible smoke.
Emphasis is placed on the individual
actions of consumers and students: those with
the least amount of power within the system. A
perfunctory sense of participation (we're each
"doing our part" by using fewer napkins) and an
oversimplified notion of individual responsibility
(we're all causing these problems together), help
to divert our attention from greater environmental
harms inflicted systematically by corporations,
government agencies, and the university
administration.
Perhaps most insidiously, these green so-called
solutions tend to actually increase participation
and investment in the institutions concerned,
reinforcing and legitimating their power. Green
consumerism sells us less toxic products, but we are
still buying into the same corporations doing the
polluting.
Students are encouraged to get involved with
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campus sustainability efforts such
as green building design and
waste reduction. Their activities
augment the production of
UCSC's "green image" which is
leveraged by the administration
to justify policies such as building
in the Upper Campus forest.
Perhaps it would be more
accurate to refer to many of
these solutions as marketing
schemes, or distractions. It seems
that the status-quo notion of
sustainability is actually more
about sustaining the current
arrangement of economic
and political power than it is
about the health of the natural
environment.
To be clear, this is not an
argument against recycling and
resource conservation, which can
bring some much-needed relief
to the natural systems that we
are plundering and dumping on.
What I'm saying is that we've got
to be honest with ourselves about
the depth of the problems we face
and the nature of the structures
that are creating them, and
analyze our own activities and
priorities within that context.
It’s worth asking; if the
nation-states and corporations
that are sacking the planet right
now were to implement the
highest standards of green-ness
starting tomorrow, would that
actually bring society back into a
sustainable relationship with the
land? Would that bring about the
healing we need?
The uncomfortable
reality is that imbalance and
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environmental degradation are
inherent byproducts of any
system based on an extractive
relationship with the earth. And
as long as we are treating the
land as a resource to be exploited
rather than a habitat to be
treasured and cared for, the future
looks pretty dim.
The nation state and the
corporation are incapable of
bringing about the changes we
need, because their very existence
depends upon the plunder
continuing at an ever increasing
rate, and always has. Our only
practical recourse is to recruit the
most creative and wise parts of
ourselves, in order to think and
act outside of the frameworks to
which we are accustomed.
According to a recent report
from the UN Convention on
Biological Diversity, "massive
further loss of biodiversity is
increasingly likely” unless "swift,
radical and creative action" is
taken.5 Radical action is born
out of engagement with the
root causes of the problems we
are dealing with. These causes
are both within us, in the form
of alienation from nature,
historic trauma and internalized
oppression, and outside of us,
concentrated in the high-rise
buildings of those who are
pulling the strings.
Sustainability is something
to continually redefine. It
means learning to live in ways
that nourish the conditions for
the long-term future survival
of life in its fullest possible
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diversity. It is understanding that we are part of
a continuum of interdependence and that we
have a responsibility to carry this gift of life in
respect of the those who came before us, and the
generations to come. It's something unknown,
that we've got to piece together with imagination
and trial-and-error—and it's also something
ancient that we can reach back to and remember.
It's overwhelming to think about how
profoundly we must transform our lives if
we're ever to reclaim even a small semblance
of sustainability and balance—in other words,
if we are going to stop living in a way that is
condemning the future. On top of that, the work
of transforming ourselves and our communities
is only half the battle. Any reasonably effective
effort to halt destructive practices is certain to
bring on the counteraction of interests that are
deeply invested in keeping things the way they
are because it is profitable for them.
To face these challenges, I believe we've got
to begin by growing our personal connections
with the land we live on and the people who
surround us. As a matter of survival, we've got
to build strong and diverse communities that are
committed to protecting the land, air, and water.
Respectful, mutualistic relationships strengthen

us, and are truly the foundation of any of the
larger changes we can bring about.
The forest above the university offers an
open invitation to rediscover connection with
the natural world. Like forests everywhere on
the planet, it's threatened by development in the
name of progress. This troublesome situation
offers us a practical and meaningful way to
engage with some of the most dire challenges of
our era.
The local fight to keep our forest intact may
seem insignificant in the big picture of halting
environmental destruction. And yet, it is no less
significant than any other. How can we stand for
protecting ecosystems anywhere if we don't stand
for it in our home? Protecting our local forest can
be seen as a starting place in the revolutionary
project of fostering circumstances that will sustain
biodiversity in the future.
Rather than helping to perpetuate
the system's fixation with sustaining the
unsustainable, it's time to wring out the green
bundle of deceptive untruths we've been handed
and reclaim a vision of sustainability that serves
life. It's time to realize our power as individuals
and communities to transform our circumstances
and protect the earth that sustains us.

by Will Parrish and Darwin Bond-Graham
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Every time you pay your tuition bill, you might be
paying for some of the construction projects included
in the Long Range Development Plan. In a 2009 paper
titled They Pledged Your Tuition, UCSC Professor Bob
Meister explains exactly how this came to be. What
follows is a brief summary of Meister’s paper.1
The first thing you need to know is that the UC
pays for most of its construction projects through
bonds, which are essentially giant loans. Just like
a person taking on a credit card loan or a housing
mortgage must ostensibly have a good credit rating,
an organization seeking to take out a bond must have
a good bond rating. In other words, the lender needs
assurance that the borrower will be able to pay back
the loan.
Given that the state has cut funding to UC by
more than 50% since 1990, and given that the UC
Regents lost billions of dollars of university money
in the 2008 financial crisis, one might assume that
UC would have a terrible bond rating. In fact, just
the opposite is true: UC has an AA+ bond rating, the
highest one possible2. How can this be? Why should
any bond rating agency believe that a university which
often finds itself in dire financial straits would be able
to pay back its debt?
Part of the reason is that the Regents can use your
tuition to pay off UC’s bonds. Because the Regents
have the ability to raise tuition at will, and are under
no legal obligation to spend any of it on instruction,
they have a permanent back-up plan in case of a
default. If the university finds itself short on cash and
unable to pay off a construction bond, the Regents can
simply raise your tuition and send the money straight
to the bank that they borrow from. In other words,
your tuition doesn’t necessarily go to paying your
instructors. It could go toward building new facilities
in the forest. So, next time you pay your UC bills
online, don’t think that you’re saving any trees.
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WEB
http://www.oatney.com/endangered_species/
https://www.facebook.com/protectmotherearth
http://desalalternatives.org/
http://ppc.ucsc.edu/
http://mnhc.ucsc.edu/ucscnh/
http://ferp.ucsc.edu/
http://santacruzlafco.org/
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/index.aspx?page=268
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/index.aspx?page=54
http://teachtheforest.wordpress.com/
http://longrangeresistance.org/
http://www.fiatpax.net/uc.html

http://www.indybay.org/uploads/2012/10/09/
disorientationguide2012-digital.pdf
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